
A BAD DAY AT THE OFFICE    1st   Xl   192   ODCUACO  193 for  6 

	As the warmest and driest May on record gave way to ‘Flaming June’ the rain arrived but although the overhead cloud and freshness may have indicated some early seam movement,  ‘Mitch’ had no hesitation in electing to bat after last week’s fine performance at Nonnington  as the 1st Xl went in search of their fourth win of the season 
	Meanwhile Jamie Batten and Callum Brown, the ODCUACO opening bowlers, viewed the conditions with a certain amount of relish and anticipation but were initially wayward and bowled too many balls outside the leg stump, but  Brown struck in his second over to have Velson caught at slip and Batten dismissed Josh in his fourth, caught at square leg – by Brown – to reduce us to 20 for 2 
	However the two Matts – Golding and Abbett – saw off the initial new ball burst before setting about imposing themselves and keeping the scoreboard ticking along. And this they did, impressively, until the MG spluttered when changing gear erratically and was caught at third man for 25
	‘Mabbs’ then took over but when on 65 played down the wrong line to the impressive Andrew Ainger and when Louis Pryor and Jon Rodda followed soon after we were reduced to 150 for 7 in the 36th over. But we still had 88 balls remaining and a total of around 250 was certainly on the cards 
	Ishmail then hit a bright and breezy 25 before getting a thin edge to be caught behind and ‘Mitch’ followed in the next over, bowled by the returning Brown, and when Dave Ellicott-White became the second victim of the ct Brown bowled Batten combo we were all out for 192 in the 44th over – it is always disappointing, verging on the unacceptable, not to use all of your overs. 
	To be fair ODCUACO bowled well, particularly Ainger, who finished with 4 for 37, but defending a total under 200 is never going to be easy
	And so it proved as our visitors secured a four wicket victory with five overs to spare. 
But we did not make it easy for them – the one thing you can say about the 1st Xl is that they chase every ball, their ground fielding is on a par with any side in the league and their bowlers never give up. 
	Eliot Bettridge again bowled well and finished with 3 for 40, whilst Ishmail was neat and tidy with figures of 2 for 27 from his seven overs – surprisingly he did not bowl his full ten. DEW did, and they cost him 31 runs, which is more than acceptable,  but when you are defending 192 you need to take wickets 
	The ODCUACO innings was steady rather than spectacular, which is all it needed to be, and we were given hope when we had them 130 for 5, but a sixth wicket stand of 50 between Eashan Patel (23) and Callum Brown (32 no) proved crucial and after Patel’s dismissal  they scored the remaining 13 runs they needed without any further alarms 
	I have no doubt that the team will re-group immediately and come back strongly at Dartford next week – wonder if Malinda will still be there?
MOM: Matt Abbett – scored 65 of the 111 runs accrued when he was at the wicket before making that error of judgement 
(Velson) Devaraluju Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlcok Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 


				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Run	HS		Avge

M. Abbett			5		0	209	65		41.80
M.Golding			5		0	158	85		31.60
M. Mitchell 			4		1	86	54		28.66		
(Velson) Devarajulu		5		0	107	52		21.40 
L. Pryor			5		2	64	33		21.33 
I. September 			3		0	61	25		20.33
J. Lawrence 			5		0	96	52		19.20 
D. Ellicott-White		3		2	19	11*		19.00
(Syd) Sherlock 		5		1	68	36*		17.00
J. Rodda			3		0	35	16		11.66
E, Bettridge 			3		1	10	4*		5.00 

Also batted:  D.Ellicott-White  11*  &  3*     *Not out 

				Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

I. September			43..2	6	201	10	3 for 20		20.10
E.Bettridge			46	2	182	9	3 for 36		20.22
D. Ellicott-White		50	6	146	6	4 for 17 		24.33
J.Rodda			48	1	225	7	3 for 54 		32.14
M. Mitchell			50	2	210	4	1 for 25		52.50

Wicket-keeping   8  -  L. Pryor (8 ct) 
Catches  2- Lawrence  1 – Deverajulu,  Sherlock, Abbett, Ellicott-White, Bettridge, September   


AN ALMOST PERFECT PERFORMANCE   ODCUACO  116  2nd   Xl   117  for   2 

	In many ways this was the perfect game for the 2nd Xl; win the toss, put the opposition in on a green wicket, bowl them out quickly, score the runs required for the loss of only two wickets and then watch a torrential downpour flood the ground ten minutes after the end of the game. And that, more or less, is what happened 
	Doug’s eyes must have lit up when he saw the conditions, his only regret being that he no longer takes the new ball,  but he was tempted to do so on this occasion with a view to increasing his already substantial haul,  but wisely stuck to his tactic throughout the season so far and entrusted it to Guy Hannah and Andrew Steel and they did him proud, reducing ODCUACO to 46 for 5, with Guy in particular being on fire, accounting for their top four batsmen 
	And he should  also have claimed a fifth wicket ,  as he dropped a simple caught and bowled chance only to recover quickly and run out his potential  victim with a twist and turn reminiscent of Wilfred Zaha at his best and save himself a jug in the process. 
	Henry Hamilton (25) did offer some resistance until David Pilgrim’s leg-spin completely bamboozled him and he lobbed the ball to mid-on specialist Doug Forbes. Guy finished with 4 for 47, his best figures of the season, whilst David Pilgrim and Kevin Carruthers picked up two wickets each and Doug and Andrew Pomering two catches each. Indeed, as well as Guy’s run out there were  also seven outfield catches held,  a most encouraging statistic ; you know what they say about catches 
	By this time the wicket was a lot easier as far as batting was concerned and both Callum Steel and Dan Seston looked comfortable at the crease until the latter was given out lbw for 22 with the score on 44 and  Callum followed him, by the same method of dismissal,  but for one run less soon after 
	After that it was plain sailing with Siva (36 n.o) and Nick Morley (27 n.o) sharing in an unbeaten third wicket stand of 61 to see us home with almost 20 overs to spare. Whisper it quietly, but this could be the 2nd Xl’s year 
MOM: Guy Hannah – took wickets with his seventh and eighth balls, after which there was no stopping him 
Steel.C (Dan)Seston (Siva) Sivaranjan Pomering.A Morley.N Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew)Steel Pilgrim,D Forbes.D Hannah 
 
					Averages 

					Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

 (Andrew) Steel		4		3	71	34		71.00
D. Pilgrim			2		1	50	33*		50.00
(Siva) Sivaranjan		5		1	171	81		42.75
N. Morley 			5		1	165	58		41.25 
A. Pomering 			4		0	137	54		34.25
C. Steel 			5		0	130	83		26.00
K. Carruthers			4		2	44	25		22.00 
 (Dan) Seston			5		0	97	32		19.40
S. Dandeniya			4		0	33	19		8.25

Also batted:  D. Forbes  10*  & 1*       *not out 


					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

(Andrew) Steel 		45	4	190	10	3  for 35		19.00
K. Carruthers 			47.3	3	202	9	4 for 48		22.44
D.Forbes			43	4	190	8	2 for 40		23.75
K. Carruthers 			47.3	3	202	9	4 for 48		22.44
D. Pilgrim 			45	0	171	7	4 for 49		24.43 
G, Hannah			46.5	0	212	8	4 for 47		26.50


Wicket-keeping   8  -  S. Dandeniya  (8ct) 

Catches    5- D.Forbes  3  -  C.Steel,  Carruthers.K,   2 – D.  Pilgrim,  A.Pomering  (Dan) Seston   (Andrew) Steel, Morley.N 
FIRST DEFEAT FOR THE 3RD Xl    3rd  Xl   156 for  7,  Bickley Park  160  for  5 

	Perfection is difficult to achieve – Minster failed last year despite spending a fortune trying to do so – and so it has proved for the 3rd Xl as they lost their first game of the season. 
	A capacity crowd arrived at Hawes Down to see them take on local rivals Bickley Park, another side who are no strangers to riches, and Josh Holland and Dan Nichols gave us a steady start before Dan had his off-stump flattened by their first change bowler , Alex Macpherson, with the fourth ball he bowled – enter Laurence Allen, last week’s hero, who made a spritely six before becoming Macpherson’s  second victim to see us reduced to 37 for 2. 
	Skipper Josh Holland was the next to go, caught behind to a ball that left him, and when Dave Jukes miss-cued he fell to a straightforward catch at fine leg and it was time to dig deep and for the league leaders to show their true mettle, which is exactly what happened, thanks to a fine fifth wicket stand of 49 between Jon Carpenter (32) and Jeff Mascarenhas(25) 
	However, and when both looked well set, they were both bowled, something that should never happen when a player has played himself in, and we were 122 for 6. By this time there were only 35 balls of the innings remaining as Nathan Carpenter (21 n.o)  showed great initiative and together with Matt Carruthers (7) and Joe Jukes (4 n.o) managed to score at almost a run a ball to enable the innings to close on 156 for 7 
	Macpherson was the pick of the visiting bowlers and finished with 3 for 21 from his eight overs and Bickley Park must have been satisfied as they walked across the bridge for tea 
	As for the 3rd Xl they needed to come out of the blocks quickly but failed to do so as both Tom Sullivan and Joe Jukes had bad first overs – including bowling a wide each – and the scoreboard read an unlikely 14 for 0 after just two overs 
	However, Josh Holland had some strong words for Tom, the exact contents of which are not suitable for this report, and with the first ball of his second over ‘Sully’  induced an edge from their opener which caused wicket-keeper Jeff Mascarenhas to look despairingly towards the third-man boundary only to discover  that he had caught the ball and,  in the next over, exactly the same thing happened, only this time  Jeff realised what he was doing and Bickley Park had been reduced to 20 for 2 with both openers back in the pavilion – well; sitting by the side of the pitch at the ever scenic Hawes Down
	Chris Eaton (50) and Owen Davies (14) then put on 55 for the third wicket before the latter became Jeff’s third victim, this time off the bowling of Joe Jukes, but Jack Cooper (30) then joined the stubborn Eaton until Matt Carruthers bowled him with a peach of a ball that moved both ways – or so he tells me,  and when ‘Sully’ trapped Cooper lbw plumb in front -  the ball would have hit all three stumps – or so he tells me, we were right back in it 
	But it was not to be as Alex Macpherson (30 n.o), not being content with his three wickets, and his skipper, Sunny Saikia (13 n.o) saw their side home to victory with four balls to spare, ‘Sully’ conceding six runs from the last two balls of the game – not that I’m blaming him, you understand 
	So the 3rd Xl now know how it feels to lose but the wheels have certainly not come off and they will be back. Indeed, their supporters could be heard chanting “Bring on the  HSBC”   their next opponents,  despite the fact that it does not really scan,  as they made their way home, much to the annoyance of the residents of Hayes Hill  
MOM: Jeff Mascarenhas – a dogged innings and three catches, despite the fact that he knew very little about the first one 
Holland Nichols.D  Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Caruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols.R 


				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

L. Allen 			5		2	156	94*		52.00
J. Carpenter 			5		1	127	49		31.75
J. Mascarenhas		4		1	81	25		27.00
D. Nichols 			5		0	115	83		23.00 
J, Holland			5		0	113	40		22.60 
D. Jukes			5		0	87	44		17.40
M. Carruthers 			2		0	10	7		5.00

Also batted: N. Carpenter 19*,   17*   19* & 21* ,   J. Jukes  12*   & 4*     *Not  out 



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

J. Jukes 			39	2	145	9	3 for 22		16.11
T. Sullivan			39.2	4	146 	9	3 for 22		16.22
N. Carpenter			35.2	2	136	8	3 for 29		17.00
M. Carruthers 			38	2	171	8	2 for 36		21.37
R. Nichols 			38.5	1	163	5	2 for 24		32.60  

Wicket-keeping   11– J. Mascarenhas  (11ct) 

Catches   3  -  J. Holland,    2  - Nichols, R   1-  L. Allen, Nichols. D, Carpenter,J, Jukes.D, Jukes.J , Sullivan  



